192                      INTERVIEWING JAPAN
From dawn until midnight the .bath houses of
the city have a steady stream of patrons.
Bathing pkces in residential quarters open at
noon. Hori, the scrub boy, fortunately works
in a residential bath house but once he had
to work frantically between midnight and three
o'clock in the morning in order to clean the tubs
and change the water for the nest day's patrons.
Approximately 2,500,000 public baths are taken
daily in about 8,000 public tubs in 2,847 bzth houses
in Tokyo, a city of 6,000,000 people* The average
bath house, it seems, has about a thousand patrons
a day and none of them seem to be the worse for
the wear despite the fact that they all use the
same tub water.1 Besides this, there are private tubs
of which there must be more than 50,000 judging
by the number of homes over four rooms in size.
Crafty landlords realize that a man who cannot
afford a house with over four rooms also cannot
afford to own a bath tub so they just don't instal
bathrooms in small houses*
The custom of having tile tubs installed in
private homes is not taking hold as enterprising
merchants had once expected, "You see, you can't
take them with you," explained  a tub maker I
*
1 It must be  remembered, However, that wasting and
rinsing is done outside of a Japanese tub.